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Background

 The Bank has established a US$10.2billion Crisis Response Facility (CRF) to provide a 
flexible range of support to African countries to help them deal with the impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

 The CRF comprises about 70% of the Bank’s planned lending for 2020, thus 
representing a sizeable share of AfDB’s lending activities for this year

 The CRF delivers immediate relief to countries to address the crisis by providing them 
with additional resources for (1) public health interventions, (2) social protection 
programs, and (3) protection of their economies at a time of global volatility and 
uncertainty
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Background (2)

• As part of the CRF operations, the Bank has established a robust monitoring and 
evaluation (M&E) framework to ensure that resources are utilized effectively and 
for the intended purposes

 The framework places importance on identifying sources, gaps and initiatives to 
strengthen data quality and availability for M&E

 Highlights the central role played by national statistical systems in providing M&E data 
and particularly the coordinating role of national statistics offices

 The Statistics department provided the necessary data to support the preparation of 
relevant operations. There was a deliberate process of making a case for inclusion of 
statistical components in all PBOs to strengthen the M&E process and practice. The 
statistics department also attended relevant country meetings to interrogate the 
relevant operations on the way to the Board.
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Contribution of the Statistics Department 
to the CRF (1)

• Statistical Capacity Building Program Phase 5 (SCB 5)

 This program will support the development of statistics in Africa with special focus 
on statistics for measuring the social and economic impacts of COVID-19 during and 
post pandemic

• COVID-19 Dashboard

 the Bank has launched a COVID-19 dashboard in order to track daily developments 
and present reliable data on the spread of COVID-19 in Africa and its socioeconomic 
impacts

 an interactive platform intended to provide high frequency updates on relevant 
COVID-19 indicators, such as daily statistics on the number of cases, deaths, 
recoveries and number of tests conducted across Africa.

 Also features critical socio-economic indicators on demography, the health sector 
and the economy
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Contribution of the Statistics Department to 
the CRF (2)

• COVID-19 Dashboard

 Critical Indicators 
on the COVID-19 
situation are 
updated daily 
and can be 
viewed for all 
RMCs
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Contribution of the Statistics Department  
to the CRF (3)

• COVID-19 Dashboard

 COVID-19 country 
profiles are 
provided for all 
RMCs

 This includes 
COVID-19 
indicators and 
other related 
topics
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Contribution of the Statistics Department to 
the CRF (4)

• COVID-19 Dashboard

 An Africa-COVID-19 
tracker available 
through the COVID-19 
Dashboard
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Contribution of the Statistics Department to 
the CRF (5)

• COVID-19 Dashboard

 Regional organizations 
such as COMESA 
implemented their 
COVID-19 Dashboards 
with the Bank technical 
support
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Contribution of the Statistics Department to 
the CRF (6)

• COVID-19 Dashboard

 RMCs such as Burkina 
Faso, Malawi, Burundi, 
and Mali, among others, 
have also implemented 
their COVID-19 
Dashboards with 
technical support from 
the Bank
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Contribution of the Statistics Department to 
the CRF (7)

• Virtual technical assistance to RMCs

 Continuous remote 
training sessions are 
organized  with RMCs to 
provide required TA

 A monthly Africa 
Information Highway (AIH) 
Live Exchange webinar 
organized to discuss with 
RMCs topics related to 
statistics (data 
management and 
dissemination)
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Contribution of the Statistics Department to 
the CRF (8)

• Weekly Data Flash on COVID-19 in Africa
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Contribution of the Statistics Department to 
the CRF (9)

• Weekly Data Flash on COVID-19 in Africa
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Contribution of the Statistics Department to 
the CRF (10)

• Africa Economic Outlook

 Statisticians are working closely with research and country economists on 
macroeconomic surveillance of African economies to provide data that comprise the 
essential inputs for informing Bank support and for providing advisory services to 
African countries.

 Latest AEO estimates project real GDP in Africa to contract by 1.7 percent in 2020 in 
a base case scenario, which assumes that the pandemic would be over by Q3, and by 
3.4% in the worst case scenario, where the pandemic is assumed to continue to the 
end of the year.
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Contribution of the Statistics Department to 
the CRF (11)

• Africa Economic Outlook



16

Key Takeaways

 Statistics plays a vital role in monitoring the success of initiatives funded by the CRF, 
as well as the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on African economies

 The Statistics Department is supporting the Bank’s work through various initiatives
with the overall aim of strengthening the resilience of African countries against such
economic shocks in the future

 Quality statistical support provided by the Statistics Department will inform policy
and decision makers with the information needed to design effective crisis
interventions and recovery programs in African countries
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THANK YOU
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