Your Excellency Mia Mottley, Prime Minister of Barbados and
Chair of the World Bank-IMF Joint Development Committee

Excellency and my good friend, Vera Songwe, United Nations
Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Africa

Honorable Ministers,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first welcome you to the 53rd session of the Conference
of African Ministers of Finance and development organized by
the UN Economic Commission for Africa.

This timely topic points to the need for African economies to
respond effectively to the accelerating pace of digital
transformation and generational challenge of climate change.

Among rapid global technological and environmental shifts,
and a new normal introduced by the COVID19 pandemic,
African leaders at every level are tasked with developing
innovative responses.

Innovations need to respond to the livelihood needs and
prosperity aspirations of a growing youth population.
Particularly, one year later into the COVID19 pandemic.

However, a year later, here we stand. Africa has demonstrated

it is not only capable of facing this crisis, but it is also ready to
help formulate and implement solutions.
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